meters was used in order to reduce the large correlations between the position and displacement parameters. The hydrogen atoms of the porphyrin molecule were placed at calculated positions and refined as riding using the SHELXL-97 defaults: N-H = 0.86 Ä, C S p2-H = 0.93 A, C sp 3-H = 0.96 Ä. It was not possible to locate the hydrogen atoms of the highly disordered water and methanol molecules. 5,10,15,20-Tetrakisarylporphyrin showed interesting properties as biomimetic catalists of cytochrome P-450 [2] , as photosensitizers in cancer phototerapy [3] and in molecular electronics [4] , Recently, we made significant improvements on the synthesis of 5,10,15,20-tetrakis(4-methoxyphenyl)porphyrin [ 1 ] , and it proved to be a good sensitiser to generate singlet oxygen by photoacustic calorimetry. The porphyrin is located at an inversion center. Bond lenghts and angles are unexceptional. The solvent molecules are located in voids left in the crystal packing of the macrocycles and show large displacement parameters typical of disorder. 
Discussion
The structure was solved by direct methods. One of the two symmetry independent methoxyphenyl groups is disordered over two positions corresponding to a rotation of 168(3)° of the methoxy group. The disordered methoxyphenyl group was refined as two fragments with site occupations χ (C18_l,..., C24_l) and l-x (C18_2,...C24-2), χ = 0.480(15). The fragments were restrained to have similar geometry using the SAME instruction of SHEXL-97, and a DELU restraint on the displacement para- 
